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REPORT ON ORGAN DONATION AWARENESS PROGRAMME
National Organ Donation Day — 3 August 2026

Women’s Studies Centre, Veeranari Chakali Illamma Women’s University

The Women’s Studies Centre (WSC), Veeranari Chakali [lamma Women’s University (VCIWU)
organised an Organ Donation Awareness Programme on 3 August 2026, on the occasion of National
Organ Donation Day, at Smt. Pramada Devi Seminar Hall on the University campus. The programme
aimed to sensitise students to the importance of organ donation, dispel prevalent myths and
misconceptions, and encourage young people to become ambassadors of this life-saving social cause.
The programme brought together the University’s academic leadership, faculty members, students,
healthcare professionals and representatives of civil society organisations to create greater awareness
about the need for organ donation and the significant role young people can play in promoting informed
attitudes towards it.

The programme was held under the guidance of Prof. Surya Dhananjay, Vice-Chancellor, with the
support of Prof. Gaddam Mallesham, Registrar; Prof. G. Vijayalakshmi, OSD to the Vice-Chancellor;
and Dr. Loka Pavani, Principal. The programme was convened by Dr. Rupasree Mukhopadhyay, In-
charge Director, Women’s Studies Centre, in collaboration with the NV Lakshmi Foundation and
MOHAN Foundation.

Programme Proceedings

Dr. Karuna Sree, Faculty, Department of Economics, Coordinator, Women’s Studies Centre, VCIWU,
warmly welcomed the dignitaries to the dais and Dr. Jyothi, Department of Telugu, briefly introduced
their professional backgrounds and contributions. The invited dignitaries were subsequently felicitated
by members of the teaching faculty and the Women’s Studies Centre as a gesture of respect and
appreciation for their contribution towards promoting awareness about organ donation.

Dr. Rupasree Mukhopadhyay, In-charge Director, Women’s Studies Centre, formally introduced the
theme and purpose of the programme to the dignitaries, teaching and non-teaching staff, and students
present. In her introductory remarks, she reflected on the profound concept of “life after death” in the
context of organ donation. She emphasised that while an individual’s physical life may come to an end,
the gift of their organs can enable others to continue living. Organ donation, she observed, is therefore
a powerful expression of compassion, solidarity and the continuation of life beyond death. She
highlighted the need to create greater awareness among young people so that scientifically accurate
information about organ donation reaches families and communities. Following her introductory
remarks, she formally invited the dignitaries and experts to take the programme forward.




Inaugural Address by the Vice-Chancellor: In her inaugural address, Prof. Surya Dhananjay, Vice-
Chancellor, described organ donation as one of the highest expressions of compassion, humanity and
selfless service. She emphasised that organ donation extends the possibility of life beyond an
individual’s lifetime and enables one person to make a meaningful difference to several other lives.
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Referring to the spirit of selfless service embodied in the Sanskrit Subhashitam:
“Paropakaraya phalanti vrksah, Paropakaraya vahanti nadyah;
Paropakaraya duhanti gavah, Paropakararthamidam $ariram.”

she explained that nature itself teaches humanity the value of living for the benefit of others: trees bear
fruit for others, rivers flow for others, cows give milk for others, and likewise, the human body finds its
highest purpose in serving others.

Drawing upon this profound philosophy, the Vice-Chancellor observed that human life acquires greater
meaning when it contributes to the well-being of others. Organ donation, in this context, represents an
extraordinary opportunity to extend that service even beyond one’s lifetime. She urged students to carry
this spirit of compassion into society and become change-makers and ambassadors for organ donation
awareness. Highlighting the creativity, reach and influence of young people, she encouraged students
to initiate informed conversations within their families and communities and help overcome the
hesitation, myths and misconceptions surrounding organ donation. She further encouraged them to use
their voices, peer networks and digital platforms to inspire positive social change.



Dr. Jyoti, Faculty, Department of Telugu, introduced the expert speakers and welcomed them to share
their knowledge and insights on the significance of organ donation and the importance of National
Organ Donation Day.

Awareness Session by Rtn. Mohan Nishtala: The expert session featured Rtn. Mohan Nishtala,
District Chair — Organ Donation, Rotary Club of Cantonment Secunderabad and Founder-
Director, NV Lakshmi Foundation. Addressing the students, Rtn. Mohan Nishtala provided valuable
insights into the urgent need for organ donation in India and the challenges faced by patients awaiting
organ transplantation. He explained that lack of awareness, prevalent misconceptions and inadequate
informed decision-making contribute significantly to the gap between the demand for organs and their
availability.

He emphasised that awareness must begin within families and communities and that young people have
tremendous potential to bring about a positive change in societal attitudes towards organ donation.
Highlighting the power of youth-led communication, he encouraged students to use digital media, blogs,
social media campaigns, reels, Facebook campaigns, flash mobs and community outreach activities to
communicate accurate and meaningful information about organ donation. He also introduced students
to various ongoing awareness initiatives and volunteer opportunities through which they could actively
contribute to the cause.

Proposal for Telangana’s First Rotaract Club for Organ Donation: A significant highlight of the
programme was the proposal to establish Telangana’s first Rotaract Club for Organ Donation at
VCIWU. The proposed initiative seeks to provide students with a sustained platform for participating
in organ donation awareness campaigns, donor pledge drives, digital outreach, community engagement
programmes and volunteer activities. The initiative is envisioned as a means of transforming awareness
into sustained student-led social action, empowering young people to become lifelong advocates for
organ donation and extending the impact of the programme beyond the University campus.

Understanding Organ Donation and Transplantation: Dr. Bhanu Prakash, Transplant Surgeon,
Gandhi Hospitals and MOHAN Foundation, conducted an informative and highly interactive session
on the medical and practical dimensions of organ donation and transplantation. He addressed several
commonly held myths and misconceptions surrounding organ donation and explained the scientific and
medical processes involved in organ retrieval and transplantation. His presentation helped students
understand the safeguards, procedures and ethical considerations associated with the organ donation
process.

Dr. Bhanu Prakash also explained the crucial role played by transplant coordinators in facilitating
communication and coordination among hospitals, donor families, recipients and other stakeholders.
His session enabled the students to understand that organ donation involves a carefully coordinated
medical and humanitarian process supported by trained professionals. Students were encouraged to



make informed decisions regarding organ donation, discuss the subject openly with their families and
consider registering as organ donors. Interested students were also encouraged to volunteer with the
MOHAN Foundation and participate in public awareness and community outreach initiatives.

Student Participation and Interactive Session: The programme witnessed enthusiastic participation
from students of the Arts and Science faculties of the University. The interactive nature of the expert
sessions encouraged students to raise questions, clarify doubts and engage in meaningful discussions
with the speakers. Their questions reflected considerable interest in understanding not only the medical
aspects of organ transplantation but also the social, ethical and humanitarian dimensions of organ
donation. The interaction helped address misconceptions and encouraged students to view organ
donation from a scientifically informed and socially responsible perspective.

Collective Pledge and Slogan Raising: The programme culminated in a collective pledge by students
and faculty members to support and promote organ donation awareness. Students enthusiastically raised
slogans in support of the cause, creating an atmosphere of collective commitment and social



responsibility. The pledge reaffirmed the participants’ commitment to spreading accurate information,
encouraging informed discussions within their families and communities, and supporting initiatives
aimed at saving lives through organ donation.

The collective message resonated strongly throughout the programme: “Let’s Pledge for Life —
Become an Organ Donor.”
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Dr. Archana Rao, Faculty, Department of Mass Communication and Journalism, formally proposed the
vote of thanks. She expressed sincere gratitude to the Vice-Chancellor, Registrar, OSD to the Vice-
Chancellor, Principal, distinguished resource persons, In-charge Director of the Women’s Studies
Centre, PRO, members of the Women’s Studies Centre, teaching and non-teaching staff, student
volunteers and all participating students for their valuable presence, support and active involvement in
making the programme meaningful and successful.
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Outcome and Conclusion

The Organ Donation Awareness Programme was not merely an awareness activity but an effort to
encourage a deeper understanding of life, death, compassion, social responsibility and the possibility of
giving life to others even after one’s own life has ended. The programme successfully sensitised
students to the importance of organ donation, addressed common myths and misconceptions, provided
scientifically accurate information about organ donation and transplantation, and encouraged young
people to become active advocates for the cause. The proposal to establish Telangana’s first Rotaract
Club for Organ Donation at VCIWU emerged as one of the most significant outcomes of the
programme, providing a potential mechanism for transforming a one-day awareness initiative into
sustained student engagement, advocacy and community outreach.

The event reflected Veeranari Chakali [lamma Women’s University’s commitment to nurturing socially
conscious, compassionate and responsible citizens and empowering students to become active



participants in meaningful community engagement. The collaboration between the University,
healthcare professionals, the Rotary movement, NV Lakshmi Foundation and MOHAN Foundation
provided students with an opportunity to connect academic life with a significant humanitarian cause.
The programme conveyed the powerful idea that death need not mark the end of an individual’s ability
to contribute to society. Through organ donation, the gift of life can continue in others, turning loss into
hope and compassion into life.

By conducting this programme the Women’s Studies centre, VCIWU reinforced a simple yet
profound message:

“One organ donor can save multiple lives, and one informed individual can inspire an entire
community.”
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HYDERABAD: The Women's Studies
Centre at Veeranari Chakali llamma

Women's University held an Organ
Donation Awareness Talk for National
Organ Donation Day at the Prof,
Pramada Devi Seminar Hall. The event
showed the University’'s commitment
to teaching students about social
responsibility and life-saving causes.

Prof. Surya Dhananjay told the
audience that organ donation is one of
the noblest acts, able to save many
lives. Furthermore, she shared a
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